
Biodiversity notes for A96 routes to the North East of Inverurie 
Blue Violet and Green Routes. 
 
The  proposed road developments in the Kintore / Inveruie / Oldmeldrum area will 
also either destroy the habitat  or reduce the habitat connectivity of a number of 
protected species which are listed on the Scottish Biodiversity List and which have 
been recorded in the area including: 
 
Hedgehog Erinacaeus europaeus 
Brown Hare Lepus europaeus 
Red squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 
Common pipistrelle bat Pipistrellus pipistrellus 
Soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus 
Daubenton’s bat Myostis daubentoni 
Eurasian otter Lutra lutra 
Whooper swan Cygnus cygnus  
Barn owl Tyto alba 
Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Tree sparrow Passer montanus 
House sparrow Passer domesticus 
Dunnock Prunella modularis 
Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Siskin Carduelis spinus 
Spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 
Linnet Carduelis cannabina 
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 
Grey partridge Perdix perdix 
Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 
Redwing Turdus illiacus 
Song thrush Turdus philomelos 
Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Starling Sternus vulgaris 
Swift Apus apus 
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
 
Many non-listed species are also present including Tawny owl, Sparrowhawk, 
Buzzard, Rook, Jackdaw, Carrion crow, Great spotted woodpecker, Roe deer and 
Badger. 
Several sites in the affected area provide important overwintering grounds for 
migratory species such as the previously mentioned Whooper Swans, which can 
often be seen in sizeable flocks on the Kintore floodplain and pink-footed geese 
(Anser brachyrhynchus), which graze on pasture and winter stubble fields in the 
area and roost around  the pond by Bourtie House Estate (OS Ref NJ787237) 
which would be severely impacted by the development. 
This list is not exhaustive, and a complete picture of species records can be found 
from the North East Scotland Biological Records Centre - NESBReC. 
 

https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/Wildlife-Habitats/16118/Biodiversitylist/SBL
http://www.nesbrec.org.uk/


There are three Nationally designated SSSI  in the affected area around Inverurie:  
two are of geological interest - at Barra Hill and Pitcaple & Legatsden Quarries, and 
one of biological interest at Wartle Moss.  
 
Wartle Moss and some of the surrounding area also has a local designation as a 
Local Nature Conservation Site, and there are a further three LNCS which could be 
adversely affected by the choice of route at Burreldale Moss, Pitscurry Moss and 
Sunnybrae Moss.  These are all wetlands or wet woodlands, and as such there is 
the potential for habitat destruction to be caused by road developments affecting 
the drainage of water either to or from these sites.  Draining the sites would lead to 
habitat load through drying out and inappropriate siting of any new road could affect 
water quality through runoff contaminated with oils, road residues and de-icing 
salts. 
 
These LNCS contain habitat types such as wet woodland, lowland fen, reedbeds 
and ponds which are all listed as priority habitats in the Scottish Biodiversity list. 
 
It is hard to see how the proposed road development would contribute to the 
Scottish Government’s stated aim of protecting and improving Scotland’s habitats 
and biodiversity. 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00522533.pdf

